
To: Councillor Reynolds, Master of Mortifications; Councillor Crockett, the Lord 
Provost; Councillor Mason; and Mr Colin G Taylor, Lord Dean of Guild.

Town House,
ABERDEEN 2 December 2019

GUILDRY AND MORTIFICATION FUNDS COMMITTEE

The Members of the GUILDRY AND MORTIFICATION FUNDS COMMITTEE are 
requested to meet in Committee Room 5 - Town House on TUESDAY, 10 DECEMBER 
2019 at 10.00 am.

FRASER BELL
CHIEF OFFICER - GOVERNANCE

B U S I N E S S

1  Minute of Previous Meeting of 16 May 2019 - for approval  (Pages 3 - 6)

2  Lord Dean of Guild Report  (Pages 7 - 8)

3  Dates of Next Meetings  
o 4 March 2020 at 2pm
o 9 September 2020 at 10.30am



EHRIA’s related to reports on this agenda can be viewed at
Equality and Human Rights Impact Assessments

To access the Service Updates for this Committee please use the following link:
https://committees.aberdeencity.gov.uk/ecCatDisplayClassic.aspx?sch=doc&cat=13450&

path=0

Website Address: www.aberdeencity.gov.uk

Should you require any further information about this agenda, please contact Emma 
Robertson, emmrobertson@aberdeencity.gov.uk or tel 01224 522499 

http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/council_government/equality_and_diversity/eqd_ehria.asp
https://committees.aberdeencity.gov.uk/ecCatDisplayClassic.aspx?sch=doc&cat=13450&path=0
https://committees.aberdeencity.gov.uk/ecCatDisplayClassic.aspx?sch=doc&cat=13450&path=0
http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/


GUILDRY AND MORTIFICATION FUNDS COMMITTEE

ABERDEEN, 16 May 2019.  Minute of Meeting of the GUILDRY AND 
MORTIFICATION FUNDS COMMITTEE.  Present:- Councillor Reynolds, Master 
of Mortifications, Convener; and Councillor Crockett, the Lord Provost and 
Councillor Houghton (as a substitute for Councillor Mason).

The agenda and reports associated with this minute can be found at:
https://committees.aberdeencity.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=419&MId=653
5&Ver=4

Please note that if any changes are made to this minute at the point of 
approval, these will be outlined in the subsequent minute and this document 
will not be retrospectively altered.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

1. There were no declarations of interest.

MINUTE OF PREVIOUS MEETING OF 06 SEPTEMBER 2018 - FOR APPROVAL

2. The Committee had before it the minute of its previous meeting of 6 September 
2018 for approval.

The Committee resolved:
to approve the minute.

LORD DEAN OF GUILD REPORT

3. The Committee had before it a paper from the Lord Dean which provided an 
update on recent activities and business.

The Committee resolved:
to note the update.

REVIEW OF ALLOWANCES

4. The Committee had before it a paper by the  Chief Officer - Finance which (a) 
provided information concerning (1) the amount of allowances paid from the Guildry fund 
to Burgesses of Guild, widows and widowers of Burgesses and children of Burgesses 
from 2007 to 2018; and (2) the number of people receiving allowances for the same 
period; and (b) proposed that the allowances be increased by either 3% or 5% rounded 
up to the nearest £, backdated for 2018/2019.  
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GUILDRY AND MORTIFICATION FUNDS COMMITTEE
16 May 2019

Ms Catriona Gilmour, Accountant, advised the Committee that the figures for the 5% 
increase in the report were incorrect and should have been as follows:
Guildry Fund Allowance
Burgesses £2335
Widows / Widowers of Burgesses £2335
Children of Burgesses £2165

The Committee resolved:
(i) to recommend to Council that the following increases (5%) in annual allowances 

be approved backdated from 1 May 2019:-

Guildry Fund Allowance Present Allowance Proposed Allowance
Burgesses £2220 £2335
Widows / Widowers of Burgesses £2220 £2335
Children of Burgesses £2060 £2165

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

5. The Committee noted the next scheduled meeting date would be 13 September 
2019 at 2pm.
- John Reynolds, Master of Mortifications, Convener.
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GUILDRY AND MORTIFICATION FUNDS COMMITTEE
16 May 2019
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GUILDRY AND MORTIFICATION FUNDS COMMITTEE - 10 DECEMBER 2019
REPORT FROM THE LORD DEAN OF GUILD

Our numbers continue to grow as individual Burgesses (not the Committee) identify those 
who are contributing to our city and the community (outwith their occupation) and (rightly 
so) are nominated for admission (for life) as a Burgess of Guild.

Principally at the request of Senior Councillors the Burgesses are to be involved with and 
indeed at the heart of a somewhat titled ‘Legacy Programme’ to celebrate the 700th 
anniversary of the gift to the city of the Lands of Stocket by Robert the Bruce in December 
1319.  The aim is to organise a year-long programme to reach throughout the city. 
 Personally I hope that a long-term suggestion of mine may come to fruition, this is that 
there should be a plaque at the statue of King Robert at Marischal to explain its significance 
(my point is that there will be many who will be unaware). 

The 700th programme will also major on the March Stones and their historical significance. 

COLIN G. TAYLOR
🔸Lord Dean of Guild of the City & Royal Burgh of Aberdeen🔸 
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